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geous terms, and of course the whole army passed into their service. General Dalton, apprised of this manoeuvre, immediately applied to Count d'Esterhazy, commanding at Valenciennes, to know if he would receive the Austrian troops. This last despatched an express to M. de la . Tour du Pin, the Minister of War here. A council was held and the answer returned this morning. Go to Madame de Laborde's. In the course of the evening mention this as a rumor, the authenticity of which I will not warrant M. Bonnet tell us that such a report being spread, though differing materially in circumstances, inasmuch as it related only to a request to be admitted unarmed in case events should render a retreat necessary, he had inquired of one of the ministers and had been told that they had luckily found an excuse for not complying with Dalton's request, in the want of subsistence, already so great. This is weak indeed ; they should have received those troops, near 10,000 men, and marched them slowly toward Strasbourg, there to wait the Emperor's orders. The battalions he has already marched to their assistance, joined to these and to the foreign regiments in the service of France, would form an army sufficient to restore order to this kingdom, and discipline to their troops, etc. The idea of those who differ with me is, that the Parisians would immediately assassinate the King and Queen ; but I am far from believing in such an attempt, and I am persuaded that a respectable body of troops in a position3 to avenge that crime would be a cogent motive to prevent it. These, however, are the conjectures of a private man. Unhappy France, to be torn by discord in the moment when wise and temperate councils would have led thee to the pinnacle of human greatness ! There has happened this day a very strange incident; a person who says he belongs to the family of Montmorenci (/.*.) a. servant of one of them, is arrested for giving moneyown astonishment 6. The retreat of the Duke of Orleans is attributed to you, and if you go into the Council immediately after what is called by some his flight, and by others his banishment, the two events will be coupled in a manner particularly disadvantageous and disagreeable. 7. If you go into the ministry with Mirabeau, or about the same time, every honest Frenchman will ask himself the cause of what he will call a very strange coalition. There are in the world men who are to be employed, not trusted. Virtue must ever be sullied by an alliance with vice, and liberty will blush at her introduction if led by a hand polluted. Lastly, I am earnestly, most earnestly, requested by those who love you well to add one caution as to your friends: Trust those who had that honor before the I2th of July. New friends are zealous, they are ardent, they are attentive, but they are seldom true.
